Report from Comunhao dos Crentes em Cristo, Nampula, Mozambique

Comunhéo dos Crentes em Cristo and Sola 5 . \ R NN
Comunhédo dos Crentes em CristoCC or N
Fellowshipof Believers in Christ) iglifferent
from other churches in the SolaAssociation
in that it isa Portuguesspeaking church in
Mozambique. We would be delighted if other
churcheshere would follow our example in
joining Sola 5so hat a whole groupof
Mozambicancongregationgould be alliedto
each other through the five Solas of the !
Reformation perhaps in time forming a &
Portuguesespeaking sisteassociation called 4
Sola Cinco CCC Sunday morning congregation

Toward that endsince ar last report in January 2009ur chuch has sponsored the
translation of the Sola 5 confession of faith and its ca@leesstatementand given these
resourcego scores ofcongregationghroughout Mozambique Distribution has been done
throughthe downtown Christian bookstore operated by our church members and through the
annual kel (Faithful) conference for church leaders hostath July i our congregation in
conjunction with Editora FiglFaithful Publishersjrom Brazil and Karl Petersgmissionary
pastorworking out ofBarberton, South Africa.

Our bookshop in downtown Nampula
population 400,000

The 2010 Fiel Conference for church leaders

CCC and the2009/10Fiel Conferences for @Qurch Leaders

The Fiel conference were begun elven years agby somemembers of our congregatioo
acquaintPortuguese speaking pastors and church leaders with the rich Iegalmgr‘reﬁy our
Reformation Fathers and to introduce them ttee
fine Evangelical andReformed literaturehat has
beentrarslated into Portuguesand publishedoy
various Reformed publishing houses in Braz
Church leaders come from all partsMbzambique
to attend these four dayeetings The 2009 con §
ference was the largest one to date with 330 cht
workers presentln 2010attendance dropped for th
first time ever, with participation down to 230. Thi




may have resulted fromputting a deadline on
registrations and increasing the published
registration fee. The t heme of t hi
G v | conference was the five solasof the
T g.. . ..,.,,,;; Reformation, a subjeadf special interest to
“-E e s M @ ||- the brethren of Sola!5 We had prepared
'l‘.'--' : sufficiently to host450 church leaders and
wives, so were dismayed whenhese
expectations were not realizedot merely
because the decline in participation
repesented a step backwardor the
conference ministrybut especi&y because of
the blessing the meetings could have been to
those who missedut!
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ExcelentChristian literature is sold at the
conferences for one third actual cost

Only one of our four main speakers, Wayne Mackgs
would be familiar to the brethren of Sola 5, buf
besids the main speakerst each of theseawo
conferences Doug Van Meter pastor of
Brackenhurst Baptis€Churchand chairman of the
Sola 5 steering committeavas presentto lead
elective sessionand addressthe church leades
about Sola 5 This past yeaPastor Van Meter F 3
stayed onto lead a four day seminar for pastorSss
from | Timothy. As will be notedrepeatedlyin
this report, CCC has benefitted much froitine " -
strong participation of Sola 5 chimes and  Pastor Doug Van Meter addresses an

membersin the ministriesentrusted tous in this elective session at the conference as
courtry missionary Charles Woodrow tra nslates

Recent church developments
For CCG 2010 marks the ninth year of our existerMe still haveonly 20 members and

until recently had a typical Sunday morning attendance of about 25 adults and 15 children.
Church growth has been slow throughout histay, in partbecause of the many ties to local
custom and culture that must be severe@chen a Mozambicanoins a Biblebased
congregation. Gains in membership have usuallyj :
been offset by losses due to job transfers Ty
members moving away to study. However,
regardless ofexcuses or extenuatingircum
stances,lack of fruitfulness in evangelism must s
always be a cause faroncern andself exam
ination, and for some members of the chutdias
for several years been a causfeweekly prayer
and fastiig as well Nevertheless,isce our last }

report 18 months ago we had gone 16 rnonthéhurch Ieaders Costédio Gustavo, Charles
without gaining ay new membes: Woodrow, and Arnaldo Aquiles Janior

In that context, one can apprecidew encouragd church membersave beerto see the

Lord changing our circumstances over the pasersewonths, drawing many people to the

church and someto Himselsunday morni ng attenda4badultshas An
and 25 children, and at tes we have had 50 or more Mozambicpresent. 8ven people



haveinitiated the membership
process wich entails some
months of discipleship, and
two of thesewere welcomed
into membershipin the past
two months One of thenew
members, Jeremiagntonio,
hasa remarkable testimony of
transformation which hasn-
pressed the church anthp
tured the attemdn of friends
Sunday afternoon fellowship to welcome a new member and family. Though he is a
quiet unostentatiougellow, there argresentlyfive people attending the church because of
what they have seen happening in Jeremiaso6 |

Amongstthe recent influxof visitors we are particularly gratef for a number oteen age
girls. Apartfromt h e mi s familg, the chyrah previously had ontywo young women
and noadult woren in the membership

However, in recent monthsve young

ladieshave begun attending. The four

girls in our congregan promptly

resurrected t helubevangel i stic girl sé
that haddied out about a year ago, and

now thatappears to behriving with

enthusiastic participation by the \wisi

tors Another wetome change is the

presence of three maied couples

Before we had no coupleswhereboth

husband and wife attendearship.

In that regard, outwo church leaders continue to hampered in marriage. Arnaldo Aquiles

was saved from Islam 20 years agod his three oldest children have since grown to be

pillars in the durch work, but his wife Muacite remains a committed Muslim. Pray for her
salvation! And Cost-dio Gustavo i s now near
and successful man who wants to marry and cbaie done so sca®f times by nowbut

has been hindered by the paucity of Charstwomen amongst his aquaintancd®ray that

God would grant him a wife whose Christian testimony would illustrate the reward that
comes from waiting oodand obeying His word

The Word of God and CCC

Though the church is small areffective
evangelism needs to improveur members
are dedicated to the Lord ando the
Scriptures Six of the14 male members
teach the Biblewell enough toparticipate
regularly in the preaching rotatipand of
the remaiimg eightmen six take a strong
hand inleadng the worship servicse and
teachng and admonisihg during the open
participation time each SundayAll the
members study the wordregularly, aul
except for the newest ogj@ll have read the  Two church members review scriptur e memory



