Januard010rayer Points

Those who do not have time to read  the stories may get the prayer r equests and main points in
only a few minute s by scann ing the portions in bold italics

Dear Friends:

It has been nearly three months since |

our last update. As the picture above
shows, we have made progress on the
hospital, though the change is not as
marked as in previous interval photos.
This is in part because the men are now
working inside plastering the walls and
finishing the doors and windows and we
have reduced the work force by over half.
But mostly it is because Mike and Hilda
Stolk completed their time with us last
December and returned as planned to
their responsibilities in Pretoria. Despite
the slowed pace, in just a few weeks we
expect the building will appear finished
from the outside 1 except for one glaring
deficiency.

We are immensely grateful for the
blessing of having Mike and Hilda in our

home for so many months. To us, the |

edifice at the front of our property will be
a lasting monument to their industry and
love for the Lord. Beyond the con-

struction work we were enriched in |

countless other ways by their constant
service T beautifying our home, making
clothes for the qirls, preparing meals,

Above: The hospital after six months

Below: Mike and Hilda Stolk




repairing everything that did not work properly. Only people who already know them
will understand how much help they were to us.

1) Please thank God with us for His provision of Mike and Hilda Stolk, without
who se help this hospital would still be as it was in 2003 when we  finis hed the
foundation walls.  Those who know Mike and Hilda will also want to pray for
Godds gui dan begin mwestigathirggya possible evan gelistic ministry
among a mixed -race ethnic group in the Northern Cape well known for
alcoholism, violence, and in corrigibility. Only Mike and Hilda would look

forward to something |i ke that as #Aret.

Mike had to leave before covering the roof with its
corrugated iron skin. He felt that was a job
requiring expert help that we should not attempt to
%  do on our own, so we were left wondering how to

g5/ proceed i but only for a day or two. We know
: many have been praying for this project, and surely
because of those prayers the Lord immediately
brought our way a skilled expatriate roofer named
. Nestor Maradono who just happened to be
spending his month of Christmas holidays in
Nampula. He had been contracted from Argentina
by a multimillion dollar industry to put the roofs on a
complex of buildings at a titanium mine a few hours
, from here. Following in the tradition of Mike and
Hilda, Maradono did not want to be idle and
. AR " ! immediately agreed to finish our roof for us during
Nestor Maradono his tholidaysa | expected to pay him expatriate
wages, but he insisted on doing the job for free. This, together with the perfect
timing of his arrival, abundantly confirmed that he was indeed a fman sent from
God!o

2) Please thank God for continuing a remarkable string of answered prayer,
providing free expert help in the form of Nestor Maradono from Argentina who
finished our roof for us. Pray that | will have many opportunities to speak with
him about Christ as our friendship continues.

Three months ago we asked for prayer for an evangelistic meeting among the
construction workers that was going to take place soon after sending out our last
prayer bulletin. The meeting was scheduled to occur immediately following work,
and | wondered how many men would attend. To my great satisfaction, almost all of
our 70+ workers stayed behind and
seemed to listen carefully as the gospel
was presented. This apparent interest
encourages me to hope that the daily
Bible reading has awakened a concern
for eternal matters among the men. At
the end of December the workers heard
a second gospel presentation at a
Christmas program where they received
their bonuses. In the six months they
have been working for us they have
listened to many Old Testament prophe-
cies regarding Christ, heard all of the

remen



four gospels read, listened to several evangelistic messages, and are now half way
through the book of Acts as our regular workers continue their trek through the entire
Bible. One previously unchurched worker, Paulo Agostinho, has been attending our
congregation frequently and now speaks openly of how God has taken hold of his
life. Paulo is the only worker who has come to our church consistently, though
several others have visited sporadically. | nourish the hope that still others may
have begun attending congregations in their neighborhoods that they find less
intimidating than goingtot he bossds church.

3) Please pray that the seed sown during our daily Bible reading will bear fruit
in the lives of our workers . Pray that God would indeed take hold of Paulo
Agostinho. Pray for me, that | would know how to be an exacting foreman
demanding careful work and good productivity without  undercutting my goal
of drawing our laborers to Christ.

In church and evangelistic work, we had ¥
our annual opportunity to preach the
gospel to 90 neighboring families who are
on the welfare roles. By Mozambican
standards, a veritable feast for an entire
family can be supplied here at a cost of
only a few dollars, so we take advantage
of that situation every Christmas to &
distribute food packages and gospel
tracts at the Grace Missions property in
coordination with local welfare officials.
This year we added our 70 construction
workers to the event and all assembled at  christmas in Nampula: an occasion to meet
the appointed time to hear a message on both spiritual and physical needs among
the reason for Chr i st 6 s fthem ¢ impoverished neighbors
received their food allotments. | consi-

dered it a special gift from God when

Maradono, our Argentinean roofer, just

happened by moments before the pre-

sentation began and listened all the way

through the message. | had been seek-

ing an opportunity to speak with him

about Christ, but the language barrier (my

Portuguese and his Spanish) had been a

hindrance. He understands Portuguese

well enough, but only speaks rapid-fire

Spanish which | cannot decipher. In the

end, he heard the whole message of

salvation through Christ which | hope God will one day bless to his eternal good.

Anot her annual high poi nt
prayer and praise meeting
an activity even nominal Christians look forward to here
where there is little else going on to attract their
attention. A special treat toward the end of the day was
watching a movie on the Reformation using the
equipment Mike Stolk gave usforpr oj ect i ng
the front wall of our evangelistic pavilion.
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